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1041 Xovember 6, 1896 

EGYPT. 

Decrease in virulence of the cholera epidemic. 

Cairo, Egypt, October 7, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to advise you that the outbreak of cholera 
prevailing in Egypt for upward of a year has now apparently come to 
an end. No death or new case has occurred in Lower Egypt for several 
days, while from Upper Egypt but 2 or 3 deaths daily are reported. 

Alexandria has been free from cases for a fortnight past, and in Cairo 
only 1 death from cholera has occurred since October 1. 

The total number of deaths in Egypt, from the date of the appearance 
of the scourge to date, has been 18,110, it is officially stated. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Frederic C. Penfield, 
Agent and Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

japan. 

Report on the prevalence of cholera, dysentery, and smallpox. 

Yokohama, October H, 1896. 

Sir : I was unable to send the inclosed report on infectious diseases 
in Japan by the steamer of October 10, for which it was prepared, 
neither am I able to bring the general statistics up to date, as usual. I 
have the honor, however, to report, as the only matters of urgent inter- 
est from a sanitary point of view, the great and increasing prevalence 
of smallpox in and about Kobe, my direct report from there giving 244 
cases for the two weeks ended October 10, with a high mortality, and 
the occurrence of 3 cases of cholera in Yokohama within the past ten 
days, all fatal. In view of the lateness of the season, and the stringent 
measures of precaution which are being enforced by the native authori- 
ties, I am not inclined to fear an entensive epidemic. 

It is somewhat remarkable that, although we had every reason to 
anticipate a severe and widespread epidemic of cholera during this year, 
this is the first outbreak of a malignant type in any part of the Empire 
since January last, the greater number of the isolated cases which have 
been reported from time to time during the summer being, considering 
the very low mortality accompanying them, of doubtful genuineness. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. M. 8. 
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